By Scotty E. Kirldand
Special to the Press-Register . e
Mobile has lost one of ifs strongestad- -
vocates of historic preservation. Dora .
Franldin Finley died earlier this month after -
alongillness. = o
el Formore than a dec-
ed ' rade, Doraworked tire-
?@@Eﬁ“ lessly to present amore
S that she loved so much, -
a history that recognizes the many contri-
butions of African-Americans to Mobile’s -
prosperity. She was a cherished friend and -
a devoted mother, a lector atthe Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception, and an ad- .
vocate who leaves behind alegacy and a
body of work that will not soon be forgot--

- Dora’s devotion to history be
the remarkable story of her own family. Her
extended family includes physicians, law-
yers, activists and educators. Her grandf;

ther, James A. Franklin, was the first black
physician to graduate from the University
Michigan’s medical school. He moved to
Mobile in 1919 and served the community
formorethanb0years, . = o
- Dora’s parents wer
civil rights movement,
ley, a Mobile pharmacist
~ident of the Neighborhood Organ
“Workers, As a young womarn, Dor.

ganwith

marched alongside her parents and thou-
sands of other Mobilians, black and white,

- equality, She belie
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diverse history of the city. g

marching, never stopped a
ved th

butions of countiess
grandiather and pare
- Shewsasthedriving Diceand ta
lessenergy behind the creation o

~African-American Heritage Trai

ist spirit was genetic; butitwa

our narratives, she wauld sendy rep
e participants of the simple. bu

found, theme behind the T

standing up to intolerance and advocating L

forequality.. S

She and her mother, Jocelyn Franklin
Finley, a longtime educator and the firstto

‘teach black history in Mobile public .-+ =
schools, were both arrested along with hun-.
dreds of other activists during NOW's dem-
onstrations in 1969, Dora was proud of her
family’s long history of activism, as she
should have been, = ‘ Sl

Several years ago, shortly after Thad be-
gun my research on Mobile’s civil rights
movement, Dora invited me info her home
to talk about her family. We talked for more
than four hours that night. -

From thé steps of her well-appointed,
Chicago-brick home, Dora could point out
the exactspot where she had been arrested
neai the Civic Center. She'told me about
her experience in a Mobile jail cell.

When she was released from jail, she re-
called, her father was there waiting for her,

““Wipe your eyes,” hie told her when she be-
gan to cry. “Don't ever let them know that
they canibreak your spirit.” ~

Tt was advice that she took to heart.
In a way, Dora Finley never stopped

requests was th

 aft
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 flowers, her friends would donat

Cook’s House projec

the privilege to know her, this cam
surprise. = o

~ Mayall of us carry onwith the
Dora began manyyears ago, in

" Thermory as a mentor, a preservationisi and

a friend. ; v

For more information on the Mohile Af-
rican-American Heritage Trail, visit
www.maaht.org. To donate to the Coak’s
House Restoration Project, contact the His-
toric Mobile Preservation Society at
251.432.6161 or visit www.historicmobi-
le.org

Scotty E. Kirkland is curator of history at
the History Museum of Mobile and a mem-
ber of the Friends of the African-American
Heritage Trail. He may be reached at sekirk-
land@yahoo.com. Send submissions to
“Your Word,” P.O. Box 2488, Mobile, Ala.
36652; email to letters@press-register.com,
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Dora Finley devoted her life
to applauding, continuing
the efforts of civil rights
pioneers

ORA FINLEY's legacy
wiil be her role in pre-
serving Mobile's Afri-
can-American history,

Ms. Finley, the founder of the
African-American Heritage
Trail and an active volunteer in
many other preservation proj-
ects, died June
8 atage 59. Her
funeral is to-
day.

Awoman
who lived the
civil righis
movement,
Ms. Finley was
a mGnnO source
for people with
questions about local African-
American history. She’d been
therel
it, or knew who had the answer
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if she didn’t.

Ms. Finley participated in
civil rights marches to the Mo-
bile Civic Center. When she
was 16, she and her mother
were arrested and jailed as re-
sult of one of the marches,
eventually being placed in an
8-by-8 room with 11 other
women, no toilet and no win-
dows.

In 2008, she and her mother
recorded the story as part of an
oral history project paid for by
the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting.

Ms. Finley was in charge of
logistics at Kimberly-Clark
when she retired, giving her
more time for her volunteer
work. In 2606, City Councilman
William Carroll asked her to
help establish the heritage trail,
which today marks some 35
sites for their roles in African-
American history.

“Without Dora, the African-
American Heritage Trail would
have never been,” said Coun-
cilman Carroll.’

Most recently she was work-
ing to help restore the Cook’s
House, housing the detached
kitchen and servant’s quarters,
on the grounds of Oakleigh
mansion.

To remember Ms. Finley, the
family has asked that dona-
tions be made to the Friends of
the African-American Heritage
Trail or to the Historic Mohile
Preservation Society, ear-
marked for the Cook’s House
restoration project.

Somewhere in Mobile, Dora
Finley deserves a historic
marker of her own.

“Without Dora, the African-
Ameriean Heritage Trall
would have never been.”

— Mobile City Councilman
William Carroll

This historical marker pays tribute to those who were laid o rest in 0id
Plateau Cemetery/Africatown Graveyard. 1t's one of about three dozen
markers on Mabile County’s African-American Haritage Trail, 2 lahor of
fove by the late Dora Franklin Finley. (Press-Register, Kate Marcer}
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